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Review of Proposed Changes to the Constitution and By-Laws of WMSOA
December 7, 2013
Article III, Section 1, B – change to “The categories of membership shall be Active and Junior.” Thus, remove Article III, Section 2, C and Article III, Section 2, D
Explanation: We have had no Inactive or Associate members for quite some time.  It was therefore determined that we did not need these categories.

Article III, Section 2, A, 1 – change to “Shall submit an application to WMSOA”

Explanation: The preferred method for submitting an application is through the website.  It was therefore determined this new wording would suffice.

Article III, Section 4 – change to “Any change in the annual dues for Active membership shall be approved by vote of the membership at the AGM.”

Explanation: The membership need only vote on a change in dues.  It was therefore determined this new wording would suffice.

Article IV, Section 4 – change to “Nominations for all offices may be submitted at least 7 days in advance of the AGM to the Nominations Committee.”
Explanation: It was felt there should be a nominations committee and that this committee should be clearly defined.

Article IV, Section 5 – change to “The Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Members at Large shall be elected for terms of three (3) years.  Each year, one Member at Large shall be elected.  Each year, either the Vice President, Treasurer, or Secretary will be elected.  The Vice President shall succeed to the office of President following his or her three year term as Vice President.  The President shall then serve for three (3) years.”
Explanation: It was felt there should be more continuity from one board to the next.  It was therefore determined this new wording would suffice.

Article IV, Section 6 – change to “The Treasurer, Secretary, and Members at Large shall be limited to two consecutive terms of office for the same office.  The Vice President/President shall be limited to one three (3) year term of Vice President followed by one three (3) year term for President.”

Explanation: It was felt there should be more continuity from one board to the next.  It was therefore determined this new wording would suffice.

Article VI, Section 2, add D – Nominations Committee

D. Nominations Committee



1. The Chairperson shall be appointed by the Executive Committee.

2. The Chairperson shall appoint three other Active members to this Committee, subject to the approval of the Executive Committee.

Explanation: It was felt there should be a nominations committee and that this committee should be clearly defined.

Article VII, add Section 5 (move Special Committees to Section 6) – Nominations Committee

The Committee, under the direction of its Chairperson, shall:

A. Accept all nominations from Active members for all offices up for election.
B. Determine criteria to decide which nominations shall be eligible to compete in elections.
C. Contact each nominee to confirm interest in being elected and to request biographical information.
D. Submit to the Executive Committee a ballot of candidates for each office up for election in that year.
Explanation: It was felt there should be a nominations committee and that this committee should be clearly defined.
-These changes are endorsed and recommended for approval by membership by the WMSOA Board of Directors – November 2013

