WMSOA Cracker Barrel Meeting – Grand Rapids – Minutes

April 30, 2013

7:00 PM
WMSOA’s spring 2013 Cracker Barrel Meetings were held on Tuesday, April 30, 2013, at the Kentwood Public Library and at the Baymont Inn in Muskegon on Wednesday, May 8, 2013.  Doug Turkstra opened the meetings in each location.  These minutes were taken at the Grand Rapids meeting.  Similar topics were covered in Muskegon.

Assignors’ Report 

Greg Pilbeam thanked all officials for their efforts and flexibility during what has been a very challenging spring season.  Rescheduling due to weather in the early weeks and schools making changes for things such as forgetting about graduation dates caused many of us to miss out on games or have to alter our schedules.
WMSOA will be assigning for 13 district tournaments this spring.  Please make sure your Arbiter availability is up to date, and check Arbiter at least daily to accept or decline any tournament assignments.  There will be a “24-hour” window for you to accept them, or they will be moved to someone else.  As soon as the brackets and playing dates are finalized, assigning will begin.  Please remember that to be considered for MHSAA tournament assignments, you MUST take the on-line rules test each year.  
Situations to review from the season
Some schools are still asking for social security numbers.  If you are being asked by a school to which you have previously given your number, consider asking what happened to their record of it.  Take care to make sure you only provide you SS number in a way you feel is secure.

If schools contact you about game schedule or site changes, be sure to contact Greg, Bill, or Matt to make certain they know about the changes in case someone on the crew needs to be replaced.

The lead official on the game crew (Center or “referee” in a 2-man situation) should call both the school and his crewmate(s) in advance of the game to confirm time and location.  On days with threatening weather, consider contacting the school that morning for an update on game status.  Paul Holwerda suggested adding the “CoachSmart” app to your smart phone or I-Pad.  It can provide an indication of lightning activity in your area, as well as timer to track the suspension needed until a restart can occur.
Remember that many schools have special events such as “Senior Night” at late-season games.  Ask the game administrator or coach about these when you arrive so you can be ready for them.

OK Conference Update

Greg and John Crumb continue to meet and communicate regularly with the OK Conference about issues of concern to the conference and to WMSOA.  John reminded us that conference officers may attend games on occasion to see how things are being handled.  If they approach you, introduce yourself and welcome them to your game.  They may have questions for you about things like game administration and how you are taken care of at the site, as well as any issues you are finding with players or coaches.
One of the issues that WMSOA will bring up with the conference again is the “mercy-rule” situation for JV games.  MHSAA does not require a mercy-rule termination for JV games as it does for varsity matches, but we will continue to ask for the conference to enact its own policy so we can avoid situations like the 17-0 and 15-0 games we have seen this year and keep games safer at the end.
Overtime for Conference & MHSAA Tournaments

Please print out and carry the overtime procedures chart with you.  This is available on the WMSOA website.  There is no reason for us not to get the process right when overtime is needed.  New high school coaches or coaches new to our area may not be aware of what their conference has adopted for overtime situations.
Remember that there is a different procedure for the MHSAA tournament for games that must be suspended due to weather or other delays.  The full tournament procedure and the game suspension policy are available on the MHSAA website in the 2012-13 Rules Changes & Interpretations in the “Coaches Box” on the Girls Soccer page.
Register with MHSAA for 2013-14

Remember to register with the MHSAA as early as possible if you intend to officiate again next year to make sure you are included on the “approved” list and to avoid extra fees for late registration.  Be sure to take the on-line MHSAA soccer rules test when it becomes available.
WMSOA Uniform Update
Jaime Pilbeam is again coordinating a bulk purchase from OSI for uniform items.  Information and an order form are on our website at www.wmsoa.org.  If you are interested in ordering uniform items at a nice discount, please submit your order between June 10 and July 10.  Order pickup and payment is at the fall pre-season meeting.
New WMSOA jackets are also in.  Cost to members is $30, with WMSOA subsidizing an additional $15 of the cost to WMSOA.

Game Reports

When submitting game reports on Arbiter, please include the name, number, and team of any players receiving yellow or red cards.  Only player numbers are needed for the goal scorers.  Explain briefly any unusual events, significant injuries, or safety concerns that occur.  Also indicate the time remaining when a “mercy-rule” game ends or whether a game goes to overtime, as well as whether a game administrator and a trainer are on site.

Red cards need an MHSAA Official’s Report completed on line on the MHSAA website.  Call Greg as soon as possible after a game in which you issue a red card to anyone or a yellow card to a coach or other adult in the bench area, and send him a copy of the MHSAA report.  If you cannot call Greg before 10PM, please send an email that night instead.
Fall Assignments

Please do what you can to set up your Arbiter availability for fall as soon as possible.  Our assignors’ goal is to have fall HS games ready to assign and publish by the 3rd week of June.

MHSAA/NASO Officiating Summit
National Association of Sports Officials is holding its annual Summit in Grand Rapids this summer July 28-30.  This is a national meeting bringing together officials from all sports to review topics of general interest.  MHSAA is sponsoring an “Officiate Michigan” day on July 27.  Registration information for the Michigan day can be found on the MHSAA website.  WMSOA is making a small contribution to MHSAA event.
Thanks to all who attended our spring meetings.  Let’s finish the season strong.
Respectfully submitted, 

Larry Olsen / WMSOA Secretary

